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Jesse Lazar Appointed Executive Director of AIA New York and the 

Center for Architecture  

New York, NY, September 26, 2023 – AIA New York, the oldest and largest chapter of the 

American Institute of Architects, together with the Center for Architecture, are thrilled to 

announce the appointment of Jesse Lazar as the new Executive Director of both organizations, 

effective immediately. 

Lazar has served as Interim Executive Director since February 2023, following the departure of 

former director Benjamin Prosky, Assoc. AIA, and brings to the role a long history with both AIA 

New York and the Center for Architecture. Since 2014, Lazar has led all fundraising and capital 

campaigns for both organizations, first as Development Director, and concurrently during his 

tenure as Deputy Director for both organizations from September 2017 until this past winter.  

During this time, he has raised over $20 million for both organizations, helped to successfully 

execute the 2018 AIA Conference on Architecture hosted in New York, and was instrumental in 

establishing several programs and funds, including the Center for Architecture Anniversary 

Fund, the 2030 Fund, and the CFA Lab program, among others. With a proven track record of 

driving growth, serving AIANY members, and leading change, Lazar is poised to guide AIA New 

York and the Center for Architecture into an exciting new phase. 
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“We cannot imagine working with anyone other than Jesse Lazar, who knows our two 

institutions better and who has the ability and vision to help us shape our next steps,” says 

Jennifer Sage, FAIA, LEED AP, Board of Trustees Chair, Center for Architecture; Founding 

Partner, Sage and Coombe Architects. 

“I’ve worked with Jesse Lazar on and off at the Center for Architecture since 2008,” says 

Matthew Bremer, AIA, 2023 President, AIA New York; Founder and Principal, Architecture in 

Formation. “I also have the mindset that institutions are generally best served by looking outside 

themselves for fresh leadership and vision, except in exceptional cases. Well, Jesse is simply 

exceptional. At a time when both AIANY and the Center for Architecture stand well positioned to 

grow in service to New York, the profession, and the public, Jesse possesses the unique 

experience, acumen, and tenacity to steer this growth.” 

Lazar comes into this role as both organizations embark on ambitious new strategic planning 

processes, with the goals of strengthening and increasing AIANY membership and the value it 

delivers to architects and other professionals, and of expanding Center for Architecture 

offerings, deepening and growing its already successful exhibitions, education programs, public 

programs, and more. To that end, later this year the organizations will be defining and hiring for 

new roles in order to support these goals and thrive into the future. Lazar’s appointment is the 

first of two significant new engagements and Lazar, with the organizations’ strategic planning 

team, will lead this second effort. We look forward to sharing that news as well in the coming 

months.  

Both institutions are immensely grateful to have Lazar’s sustained guidance during a period of 

change. Please join us in extending a warm welcome to Lazar as he embarks on this exciting 

journey as Executive Director. We look forward to an era of continued growth, innovation, and 

success under his leadership. 

 

About AIA New York: 

AIA New York seeks to cultivate an architectural community that is adept, influential, and just, 

empowering its members to work at the apex of their abilities. A professional association at its 

core, AIA New York is dedicated to three goals: design excellence, public outreach, and 

professional development. Founded in 1857, AIA New York is the oldest and largest chapter of 

the American Institute of Architects. The Chapter’s members include over 5,500 practicing 

architects, allied professionals, students, and public members interested in architecture and 

design. With an objective to empower architects and design professionals through career 

advancement, AIA New York is dedicated to cultivating a membership that is age, race, and 

gender diverse. Learn more at aiany.org 

 

About Center for Architecture: 

The Center for Architecture is the premier cultural venue for architecture and the built 

environment in New York City, informed by the complexity of the City’s urban fabric and in 

dialogue with the global community. The Center shares a home with the AIA New York Chapter 

https://www.aiany.org/


 
 

 

and has the unique advantage of drawing upon the ideas and experiences of practicing 

architects to produce thought-provoking exhibitions, informative public programs, and quality 

design education experiences for K-12 students. It also leads New York City’s annual month-

long architecture and design festival, Archtober. The Center for Architecture’s aim is to further 

public knowledge about New York City architecture and architects, foster exchange and 

collaboration among members of the design, development, building, scholarly, and policy 

sectors, and inspire new ideas about the role of design in communities by presenting 

contemporary and practical issues in architecture and urbanism to a general audience. Learn 

more at centerforarchitecture.org. 
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